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  e-ZINE February 2016 
Sligo Trip, 5th and 6th Classes:

In this important Centenary year of the Easter Rising, Ms Horkan’s 5th and Ms Boyle’s 5th and 6th classes will be taking a trip to Sligo on Friday 5th February.  Firstly, they will attend Hawk’s Well Theatre for a showing of Me, Mollser; a play which retells the story of Plough and the Stars by Sean O’Casey through the eyes of its youngest character, Mollser.  Curious and enthusiastic, she guides you through her overcrowded Dublin tenement during the 1916 Easter Rising.  Following the theatre they will attend a tour at Lissadell House; [Lissadell is famous as the childhood home of Constance Markievicz, her sister Eva Gore-Booth and her brother Josslyn Gore-Booth. Constance was one of the leaders of the 1916 Rising, and was the first woman to be elected to Dail Eireann, where she served as Minister for Labour (thus becoming the first woman minister in a modern European democracy)].  The final leg of the trip will be a visit to WB Yeats’ grave at Drumcliff Cemetery.
Schedule and Cost:

8.30am SHARP: Ms Boyle’s class will depart school and will arrive back to school approximately between 3pm-3.30pm.

During school time: Ms Horkan’s 5th class will depart school and will arrive back to school approximately between 4pm-4.30pm. The cost will be €20 per child; this includes ticket to the show, entry & tour of Lissadell and transport to and from Sligo.  We would appreciate full payment to be received no later than Wednesday 3rd February please.
Enrolment Information/Open Evening

We will be holding an enrolment information evening on Wednesday 10th February at 7.30pm.  All parents/guardians who wish to enrol their child/children for the 2016-2017 academic year are invited to attend.
Swimming:
Swimming lessons for 1st, 2nd and 3rd classes will start on Monday 15th February 2016 for 6 weeks (week 6 will be on Monday 4th April – the day school re-opens after Easter holidays).  The cost for lessons and transport will be €45 per child, (which is the same as the last two years).  Payment is required by 10th February please. 

Election Day

It is expected that a general election will be called shortly, possibly on a date in February; the school will be closed on election day; date to be confirmed.

Forthcoming Events:

West Midland Children’s Theatre

Once again, we welcome the West Midland Children’s Theatre group who will perform The Legend of the Golden Dragon to the whole school on Wednesday 2nd March at 9.30am.  The cost will be €3 per child please, which should be paid by Tuesday 1st March.
Sacraments

First Confessions: Tuesday 8th March at 7.30pm in the Confessional Chapel.  
First Holy Communion: Saturday 7th May at 11am in the Parish Church. 
Confirmation: There will be no Confirmation in the Parish this year.
Commemoration Day

Tuesday 16th March 2016 is the date of National Commemoration Day.  Details of any events taking place in the school will be advised in due course.

Fundraising:
Tesco Community Fund

Knock National School has been selected as one of the Tesco Claremorris Community Fund recipients in this round of the Community Fund, which runs for 8 weeks from 18th January. So, whenever shopping in Tesco Claremorris, please place all your blue tokens in the Knock National School slot.  We would very much appreciate the support of the school and surrounding community in this venture, helping to raise much needed funds for our school.  

Cash for Clobber

Our next Cash for Clobber collection will take place after the February midterm break.  Again, we are collecting old but usable clothes, pairs of shoes (in a separate bag please), hats, bags, household linen, towels, etc. Just put any of these items into a cash for Clobber or refuse sack and bring it along to the school hall any day between 9.00am and 9.15am or 2pm to 3pm on 22nd, 23rd and 24th February ONLY. Ask your family and friends if they have any items to contribute. The money raised will go towards buying more Chrome books. If you do not have anything to put in the bags please return the bag to the school. Extra bags are available from the school if you need them. 

Uniforms
Reminder that uniforms should be worn by all children from 1st to 6th class everyday other than PE days, when school tracksuits should be worn.
Payments

Please make any cheques payable to Knock National School (unless advised otherwise); it is a bank requirement that staples are NOT used on cheques please.  Payments for families can be made together in one envelope, should you find it more convenient; if making family payments, please ensure the envelope is clearly marked with children’s names and reason for payment, not just addressed to class teacher.
School Closure Dates
The school will be closed on the following dates:
February mid-term: School closed Thursday 18th and Friday 19th February 2016.

General Election Day:  The school will be closed on a date yet to be confirmed.

Easter Holidays: Thursday 17th March to Friday 1st April 2016: school closes at 3pm on Wednesday 16th March and re-opens at 9.20am on Monday 4th April.

May Bank Holiday:  School closed Monday 2nd May 2016.

June Bank Holiday: School closed Monday 6th and Tuesday 7th June 2016

Summer Holidays: School closes at 12noon on Friday 24th June 2016.
As always, we would invite you all to refer to the school website, www.knockns.ie, for news and regular updates from the school, including pictures, videos etc from our various events.
 
office@knockns.ie is a non-reply email address; should you have any email queries, please direct them to admin@knockns.ie  
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